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The fourth edition of the international conference on population aging called 

eng(aging)! will take place virtually on February 10-11, 2021. More than 400 participants 

and speakers from more than 15 countries will take part in this online conference. 

The event will be attended by many world-renowned experts including the Director 

of the Institute of Successful Longevity, Neil Charness, the Deputy Director 

of the International Institute of Ageing at the United Nations, Rosette-Farugia Bonello, 

the Director of the Singapore Center for Healthy Ageing, Brian Kennedy, and Ken 

Sagawa, a Researcher Emeritus at Japan's National Institute for Modern Industrial 

Science and Technology. 

Rosette Farrugia-Bonello (International Institute of Ageing at the United Nations in Malta) 

and Jaroslav Lorman (Executive Director of LIFE 90) will talk about loneliness, ageism 

and the technologies used by old people during the Covid-19 pandemic. They will also talk 

about the experience of running an SOS line or emergency care services for the elderly and the 

organization’s transition to online mode.  

In times of pandemic, modern technology played a crucial role in the lives of the elderly, not 

only in maintaining social contact. The topic of digitalization of health care and the potential 

of telemedicine and virtual doctor visits came to the fore. Particularly the need for strict social 

distancing has shown how efficient remote medical examinations can be for chronically ill 

patients. Veronika Bulková (International Centre for Telemedicine, Czech Republic), Michał 

Czarnuch (Advocacy Office of DZP, Poland), István Kósa (National Healthcare Service Center, 

Hungary) and State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Health Peter Stachura will talk about 

ways to effectively implement telemedicine in the Visegrad countries.  

Covid-19 and lockdown made it difficult for old people not only to access health services, but 

also left them often without any physical contact with their loved ones. Sunwoo Lee 

(Researcher at the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, Charles University) will give 

a presentation on how seniors can make the best and safe use of social networks, e-mails, or 

even online dating sites. 

Information and communication technologies undoubtedly have considerable potential 

to promote a dignified and independent age, but not everyone is offered the same opportunities 

to use them. Alexandre Sidorenko (an international aging policy expert) and Andrew Sixsmith 

(Director of the Canadian AGE-WELL Network) will discuss the potential pitfalls of the dynamic 

development of the fourth industrial revolution. 

Ken Sagawa (National Institute for Modern Industrial Science and Technology) will present 

a successful example of cooperation between government, academia, and the private sector 

on the model of Japan.  Japan is unquestionably a country with one of the fastest aging 

populations in the world and high technological maturity. Japan is aware of the effects 

of demographic change. But it successfully faces the challenges of an aging population, 



among other things, by providing great support for the development of modern technologies. 

Yael Benvenisti (CEO of Mediterranean Towers Ventures Investment Company) and Yeh-

Liang Hsu (Professor of gerontechnology at Yuan Ze University) will discuss the massive 

development of the age-tech startup scene in Israel and Taiwan. 

Brian Kennedy, Professor of Biochemistry and Physiology (National University Singapore) and 

Petr Šrámek (Founder of LongevityForum.eu) will discuss the latest research in the field 

of  "longevity" and the possibilities of science to extend a healthy and active part of our lives.  

The conference, which takes place under the auspices of Jana Maláčová, Minister of Labour 

and Social Affairs, and Milena Johnová, alderwoman of the Prague district, is co-organized by 

the Centre for Active Ageing and the KEYNOTE company. 

 

The partners of the conference are the International Visegrad Fund, JTI, The Embassy of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands in Prague and MEDDIhub. 

 

Important links: Program, List of speakers, Registration form. 

The working language of the conference is English. 

Contact for journalists and accreditation: Martin Špáta, tel. 608 153 456, spata@keynote.cz 

 

About the project 

The 4th international conference is organized in the frame of the long-term (eng)aging! The project, which aims to 

foster society-wide debate about the accelerating demographic change and population aging. The project aims to 

stimulate a constructive discussion about these trends and to look for ways to make use of them for the benefit of 

society. The 2021 edition will be held fully virtually. 

 

 

http://aktivnistarnuti.org/
http://www.keynote.cz/
https://www.visegradfund.org/
https://www.jti.com/cs/europe/czech-republic
https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/czech-republic
https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/czech-republic
https://www.meddi.com/
https://engaging2021.sched.com/
https://engaging2021.sched.com/directory/speakers
http://bit.ly/2KCGred

